employees. This was accomplished because of the
availability of buildings, spec buildings, and building ready
sites. Site selectors then focused on highway
accessibility, skilled labor force, low labor costs,
Workenomics™, training of labor; and state and local
incentives.

A second example of why we have had economic
development success is exemplified by the State of
Ohio and Licking County working together to offer

incentives to incoming or expanding companies. Tax
incentives and revolving loans provided the local level
lead to: Ohio Job Creation Tax Credit, Ohio Investment
in Training Program, Business Development 412 Grant
Account/Rapid Outreach Grant, 166 Direct Loan,
Incumbent Workforce Training, Ohio Investment in
Training Program, Manufacturing Machinery and
Equipment Sales Tax Exemption, Employment Pre-
Screening Testing and Recruitment Services to name a
few programs offered by the State of Ohio.

SAFETY

LCATS takes safety planning very seriously, and
aggressively pursues safety projects and safety planning.
We also use non-safety funds, such as CMAQ), towards
overall safety improvements in congested areas. LCATS
employs the four E's of safety: Engineering, Education,
Enforcement and Emergency Management Services
(EMS).We partner with other stakeholders to improve
the overall safety of the transportation system.

LCATS Corridor Preservation & Revitalization
Process Overview

LCATS employs a corridor approach to safety planning.
First, LCATS staff ranks and then reviews corridors that
have significant impact to the Newark urbanized area.
The ranking process takes into account employment,
freight and services and allows staff to semi-objectively
determine the importance of a corridor to the
urbanized area.After completion of the ranking
procedure the review process is started.The review
process takes into account congestion, safety and access
management and is used to define the corridors’
weaknesses. Once weaknesses are defined, both
generally and specifically, formal studies are done to
prescribe the appropriate countermeasure to address
the issue. LCATS works very closely with local entities
to develop projects that result in improved safety and
efficiency. This approach has been selected to allocate
limited funding in the most effective way possible.This
also ensures the health and success of the Newark,
Ohio urbanized area.

Both SR |6 and SR 79 have major safety projects under
design, therefore the next two corridors to undergo
review will be:

21 st Street corridor - located in the City of Newark
from SR 16 to SR 13 (MountVernon Road).This road is

an urban five-lane arterial with the majority of Newark’s
retail and fast food locations. It is located within a large
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proportion of the area’s employment and with
connectivity to SR |6.It is also a significant commuter
route for area citizens who work in Franklin and other
counties. Finally, 2| st Street is 2.34 miles long and has 59
private drives, 80 commercial drives and 23 public street
intersections.The current location of drives and streets
were placed without any access management
considerations.

From 2004 to 2006, 2| st Street had 416 crashes and an
AADT of 21,522, resulting in a crash rate of 7.538
crashes per 1,000,000 vehicle miles traveled. This crash
rate is over one standard deviation from the expected
rate, therefore, the location may be eligible to receive
state funding. A full detailed study will be undertaken in
the future to determine the appropriate
countermeasures.

The next corridor to be evaluated is State Route |3. The
SR 13 corridor runs vertically through Licking County in
both high- and low-density rural areas.The road is
located in the heart of the urbanized area’s Central
Business District (CBD) and the area’s Outlying Business
District (OBD).These varying areas have different
concerns to be addressed.

On the north side of Licking County, State Route 13 is
located in a lower-density rural area. It is relatively flat but
has a number of significant horizontal curves, resulting in
a disproportionately high number of Run-Off-Road
(ROR) crashes.

On the south side of Licking County, State Route |3 is
located in a higher-density rural area.The horizontal
curves are flatter and easier to drive than the curves to
the north, but many steep hills limit sight distance. In
this area, the limited sight distance results in a
significantly high number of high speed rear-end

crashes. Page 19






