federal transportation bill, being dubbed T-4, may
be one of significant change in order to meet
these challenges.

As a requirement of SAFETEA-LU, The National
Surface Transportation Policy and Revenue Study
Commission was formed.They have completed a
report that includes various strategies to meet the
changing needs of the United States Transportation
System. Members of the commission are made up
of federal, state, Local, MPO, public interest
experts, and transportation industry leaders.The
commission was created because “it is in the
national interest to preserve and enhance the
surface transportation system to meet the needs of
the United States for the 2|st century.”

Some of the funding highlights of the commission
report included:

0 Increasing investment commitment significantly,
recognizing that national transportation is a
national problem that affects our economic
prowess.

0 Developing strategies for short-term, interim and
long-term financing strategies.

0 Finding funds from various sources to meet the FY
2009 shortfall.

0 Interim recommendations include increased motor
fuel taxes, freight fees, customs duties, and ticket
taxes.Also included are tolling for new capacity on
the interstate, congestion pricing for interstate and
developing private partnerships.

0 Long-term solutions include a transition to VMT Tax,
and replacement fuels taxation.

The challenge to implementing these or any other changes
to funding mechanisms include the willingness to make
changes and look to the future.

PROJECT LISTINGS

fn compliance with SAFETEA-LU and from guidance
received from the US Department of Transportation,
all projects contained in long-range transportation
plans must be fiscally constrained. LCATS has made
every effort to determine project costs from a
variety of sources, predict revenue sources and
account for inflation.

The following project lists and maps illustrate those
projects that are predicted to be fiscally constrained.
The last section also includes a listing of projects
that are important to the region, but do not have
funds readily identifiable.

The projects submitted by various entities were
considered for this plan. Financial constraints were
utilized to limit the project listings, which could
reasonably be expected to have funding from traditional
and non-traditional revenue sources. These methods are
described in the chapter on Financial Analysis, Available
Funding Sources. Many of the projects that include
traditional funding also require the use of non-traditional
funding to be completed. These projects are listed in
both project lists, traditional and non-traditional along
with the amounts expected to be utilized from both
sources. The lists identify projects that can reasonably be
completed within the life of the plan.

Project Selection
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PROJECTS FUNDED FROM TRADITIONAL SOURCES

Project sponsors developed project costs. For
projects without a specific cost identified, ODOT's
Procedure for Budget Estimating, developed by
ODOT's Office of Estimating, was utilized. Additional
costs were developed based on predicted
maintenance and operations costs as outlined in the
chapter on Management and Operations, Preservation
Needs of the System.

Project costs were determined based on 2007 costs
and inflated by the percentages as determined by the
Policy Committee, and outlined in the chapter
Financial Analysis, Financial Constraints.

Throughout the development of the plan, both the public
and stakeholders were asked about funding decisions and
what types of issues are important to the transportation
system. A similar theme evolved; projects should focus
on preservation, safety, and congestion. Any large-scale
projects should either be to meet preservation needs or
to provide for economic benefits.

The LCATS TAC and Policy Committee took these
considerations into account as they developed the list of
projects to be funded with LCATS funds, and also when
developing the list of projects to be funded with other
potentially available funds. Projects that already have
identified funding were considered over those that did
not yet have funding identified.






The limited funding sources and the desire to not
overextend the non-traditional revenue sources, led
to many valuable projects not being able to be
included in the funded category. Many of these
projects have been shown as funded in previous
LCATS Transportation Plans, and no longer have
foreseeable funding available. LCATS will continue to
pursue these projects and to look for innovative
ways to fund these projects. It is with great
sadness that many of these worthwhile and valuable
projects are not fiscally constrained in
Transportation Vision 2030.

Park and Ride Lots

Park and Ride Lots encourage car and vanpooling
and reduce the number of vehicles on the major
arterials. Two areas have been defined as possible
sites for park and ride lots within Licking County.
Other sites will be reviewed on an as needed basis.
Locations along or near the high volume commuter
routes of IR 70, SR 161/16/37 corridor, and the SR
|6 roadways would be ideal locations. Other
corridors near population centers are also viable
considerations.

Bicycle/Pedestrian Trails

Bicycle and Pedestrian trails provide an alternative
method of transportation thus cutting down on gas
emissions and pollutants from automobiles. Trails
also offer an alternative transportation system
particularly helpful to young children and to others
with no access to private vehicles to travel safely to
educational, recreational, shopping, and employment
facilities and other destinations. Connecting existing
trails and offering access to places of employment,
education and recreation are desirable.

Commuter Rail - between Newark and
Columbus

LCATS supports the continued efforts for a light
rail system throughout the Columbus metropolitan
area and connecting to a national system from the
Columbus market. Discussion continues about the
concept of linking downtown Newark with the
planned eastern Columbus corridor though
Reynoldsburg. The system would utilize existing
railroad right of way. Some of the obstacles to
creating such a system include: funds for operation,
retrofitting the existing freight rail line for
commuter rail, scheduling commuter rail with the
freight operations.

REGIONALLY SIGNIFICANT UNFUNDED PROJECTS

State Route 37 Congestion and Safety Upgrade
State Route 37 is one of the main corridors that
connect IR 70 to the SR 161/16 corridor. This
roadway is currently relatively open and most of the
structures are not encroaching on the roadway.The
alignment is relatively straight with some vertical
curves. There are interchanges at both IR 70 and SR
| 6, leading to a natural major north-south
connector. This roadway should be upgraded to a
'Super 2" highway with appropriate turn lanes at
intersections and some sight distance improvements.

Safety and Congestion Locations

As shown in the travel demand forecast model runs
there is a significant increase in total vehicle miles
traveled being predicted for Licking County. In 2009
the volume is predicted to be 5,621,815 daily vehicle
miles traveled. In 2030, the volume increases to
8,068,765, an increase of over 42 percent. Many of
the congested locations are likely to become safety
concerns as well. Potential candidates include, but
are not limited to:

0 Additional Safety projects between the Village
of Hebron and Oberlin Drive in Heath on State
Route 79

0 2lst Street in the City of Newark

0 30th and Church Street intersection

0 SharonValley and King Road intersection

0 Undersized Interchanges on IR 70, especially
the SR |58 interchange

Newark Public Transportation Transit Station
As the cost of fuel taxes increase, and the
population becomes less mobile, transit ridership
will increase. The City of Newark is interested in
pursuing a Transfer Station to improve transit
services.

Additional Roadway Connections

Several roadway connections have been identified as
desired to help with flow of traffic and to help
alleviate congestion. These include:

0 Johnstown bypass, or upgrades to surrounding
roadway networks to function as a local
bypass

0 Extending Integrity Drive to US 40 in Hebron

0 Connector Road from State Route |3 to Horns
Hill Road

0 Extend Beaver Run Road west to Watkins Road
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Widening of Congested Roadway Segments

Many roadway segments are congested currently, and
even more are predicted to be congested in the
future. Many of these may improve with intersection
improvements or widening the roadway. Some likely
candidates include, but are not limited to:

0 Goosepond Road from Sunnyside to King
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Avenue

Sharon Valley from Granville Road to Levin
Park

Price Road from 21st Street to King

West Main from Coffman to Thornwood

East Main from Dayton Road to O'Bannon

US 62 from Franklin County line to the Village
of Johnstown.



