INTRODUCTION

On August 10, 2005, President George W. Bush signed
the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation
Equity Act:A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU).
SAFETEA-LU authorized the Federal surface
transportation programs for highways, highway safety,
and transit for the five-year period 2005-09.

SAFETEA-LU requires the development and update of
a long-range transportation plan addressing no less
than a 20-year planning horizon.The transportation
plan shall include both long-range and short-range
strategies/actions that lead to the development of an

History MPOs

In the early 1970s, the United States Congress passed
legislation that required the formation of an MPO for
any Urbanized Area (UZA) with a population greater
than 50,000. Congress created MPOs in order to
ensure that existing and future expenditures for
transportation projects and programs are based on a
continuing, cooperative and comprehensive (“3-C")
planning process.

0 The term continuing reflects the ongoing nature
of the planning process. MPO planning programs
are routinely updated to address current and
future socio-economic and environmental
conditions impacting regional transportation
conditions.

0 Cooperative references the effort to include all
regional transportation stakeholders (public,
private, and governmental) in the MPO

PURPOSE OF THE LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN ————

integrated multi-modal transportation system to facilitate
the safe and efficient movement of people and goods in
addressing current and future transportation demand.

The purpose of the long-range transportation plan is to
describe the transportation improvements envisioned for
the next twenty years. It serves as a guide for the LCATS
Policy Committee in making decisions regarding
transportation improvements within the LCATS Service
area. Federal Transportation Legislation requires an
approved Long-Range Transportation Plan in order to
receive federal transportation funding.

ROLE OF THE METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION (MPO) —

transportation decision-making process.

0 Comprehensive means the MPO planning
programs address persons and goods movement
for all transportation modes.

The premise behind the federal planning regulations is
that the complexity of transportation problems, the range
of potential solutions, and the number of agencies
involved in operating and maintaining transportation
systems in urbanized areas requires an enhanced level of
coordination and cooperation among the area's
transportation stakeholders. MPOs provide a forum
where regional transportation stakeholders
collaboratively assess regional transportation issues and
identify optimal solutions meeting the area’s travel needs.

Federal funding for transportation projects and
programs are channeled through this planning process.
In 2005, there were 385 MPOs in the U.S.
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