




Draft   March, 2011   
Air Quality Conformity Determination Documentation  MORPC and LCATS 2008-2030 Transportation Plans 

Please review the attached notes from the 9/8/09 3-C Passenger Rail Start-up Interagency Consultation 
conference call.  Edits welcome.  
Thanks  
DM  
 
From: Mapel, Sandie [mailto:SMapel@lcounty.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, September 29, 2009 11:49 AM 
To: Nick Gill 
Cc: Hill, Matt 
Subject: RE: Interagency Consultation-Columbus Specific Conformity 
  
LCATS concurs-- please coordinate with Matthew Hill about any potential projects in the LCATS area that 
may need assigned to a specific year for the new analysis years.  
  
Also, please copy us in your public involvement and we will advertise for our area at the same time. 
  
Thanks-- 
Sandie 
 
Subject  Re: Interagency Consultation‐Columubus Specific Conformity 

From  Morris.Patricia@epamail.epa.gov  

To  Nick Gill 

Cc  Chandra Parasa; Dave.Moore1@dot.state.oh.us; Greg.Giaimo@dot.state.oh.us; Leigh.Oesterling@fhwa.dot.gov; 
Mark.Byram@dot.state.oh.us; Hill, Matt; Nino.Brunello@dot.state.oh.us; Noel.Mehlo@fhwa.dot.gov; 
Rebekah.Anderson@dot.state.oh.us; Robert Lawler; Mapel, Sandie; Zhuojun Jiang 

Sent  Tuesday, September 29, 2009 10:08 AM 

  
Nick, 
 
I concur that the analysis years of 2012, 2020 and 2030 are appropriate and that the 2009 year is not 
required as an analysis year. 
It seems appropriate that this is a good time to demonstrate conformity to the newly approved VOC and 
NOx budgets. 
 
Pat 
 
Patricia Morris 
Environmental Scientist 
USEPA Region 5 
(312) 353‐8656 
morris.patricia@epa.gov 
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Subject  RE: Interagency Consultation‐Columubus Specific Conformity 

From  Leigh.Oesterling@dot.gov  

To  Morris.Patricia@epamail.epa.gov; Nick Gill 

Cc  Chandra Parasa; Dave.Moore1@dot.state.oh.us; Greg.Giaimo@dot.state.oh.us; Mark.Byram@dot.state.oh.us; 
mhill@lcounty.com; Nino.Brunello@dot.state.oh.us; Noel.Mehlo@dot.gov; Rebekah.Anderson@dot.state.oh.us; 
Robert Lawler; SMapel@lcounty.com; Zhuojun Jiang 

Sent  Tuesday, September 29, 2009 10:36 AM 

  
FHWA also concurs with the proposed analysis years (2012, 2020, 2030). 
  
Leigh A. Oesterling, Air Quality Specialist Federal Highway Administration ‐ Ohio Division 200 N. High 
Street, Room 328 Columbus, OH 43215 
(614) 280‐6837 
leigh.oesterling@fhwa.dot.gov 
  

Subject  Re: FW: Interagency Consultation‐Columubus Specific Conformity 

From  Jennifer Hunter 

To  Nick Gill 

Cc  Chandra Parasa; Dave.Moore1@; Paul Braun 

Sent  Tuesday, September 29, 2009 2:37 PM 

  
Thanks for passing it on.  I am cc'ing Paul Braun who is handling conformity issues right now.  Please let 
us know if you need anything. 
Thanks, Jen 
  
>>> Nick Gill <NGILL@morpc.org> 9/29/2009 1:36 PM >>> 
Jennifer, 
  
We had inadvertently left OEPA out of the loop on some interagency consultation issues with updating 
some conformity analysis. With regard to Columbus two things are happening.  
  
We are amending our Transportation Plan to add the 3C rail project. This requires updating the 
conformity analysis to include this project 
Because of the new mobile source budgets associated with the ozone redesignation to attainment, we 
must redo conformity to the new budget years. 
  
We are doing both of these activities at the same time. See below email stream on info on #2. I have 
also attached a couple emails that are regarding #1. 
  
Please let me know if you have any questions, comments or concerns. 
  
Thanks 
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Nick 
  
   
From: Dave.Moore1@dot.state.oh.us [mailto:Dave.Moore1@dot.state.oh.us]  
Sent: Thursday, September 03, 2009 9:51 AM 
To: rkoehler@oki.org; areser@oki.org; bdavis@mpo.noaca.org; jhosek@mpo.noaca.org; Robert Lawler; 
Nick Gill; dspang@mvrpc.org; Leigh.Oesterling@fhwa.dot.gov; Noel.Mehlo@fhwa.dot.gov; 
morris.patricia@epamail.epa.gov; aramirez@mvrpc.org; twalsh@clarkcountyohio.gov 
Cc: SegedJa@ci.akron.oh.us; Tim.Hill@dot.state.oh.us; Jennifer.Gallagher@dot.state.oh.us; 
Cheskey@pbworld.com; Mark.Byram@dot.state.oh.us; Rebekah.Anderson@dot.state.oh.us; 
Nino.Brunello@dot.state.oh.us; Greg.Giaimo@dot.state.oh.us; Mandy.Bishop@dot.state.oh.us; 
Jennifer.Townley@dot.state.oh.us 
Subject: Fw: 3-C Passenger Rail Project Interagency Consultation Conference Call 
 
 
All,  
 
See attached documentation for September 8, 2009, 8:00 AM interagency consultation conference call 
regarding ODOT's request for the Cleveland, Columbus, Springfield, Dayton, and Cincinnati MPOs to add 
the 3-C Passenger Rail Start-up Service project to the MPOs' Transportation Plans and Air Quality 
Conformity analyses/determinations.  
 
1.  Interagency consultation record to date and agenda for conference call.  Hit <Review/Final  Showing 
Markup/Final> for clean version of document  
2.  3-C Passenger Rail Project Description  
3.  3-C Passenger Rail T-Plan 20 Yr Fiscal Strategy  
4.    Statewide Model Run Work Description for PB  
 
See also call in directions below.  
 
Thanks  
DM  
 
 
----- Forwarded by Dave Moore/SysPlanProgMgmt/CEN/ODOT on 09/03/2009 09:31 AM -----  
Dave Moore/SysPlanProgMgmt/CEN/ODOT  

08/27/2009 12:32 PM  

To Cincinnati-Koehler, Andy Reser Cincinnati, Bill Davis Cleveland, John 
Hosek Cleveland, Bob Lawler Columbus, Nick Gill Columbus, Don Spang 
Dayton, Leigh Oesterling FHWA, Noel Mehlo FHWA, Pat Morris US EPA, 
Ana Ramirez Dayton, Thea Walsh Springfield  

cc SegedJa@ci.akron.oh.us, Tim Hill/Environmental/CEN/ODOT@ODOT, 
Jennifer Gallagher/Traffic/CEN/ODOT@ODOT, Cheskey@pbworld.com, 
Mark Byram/TechServices/CEN/ODOT@ODOT, Rebekah 
Anderson/TechServices/CEN/ODOT@ODOT, Nino 
Brunello/TechServices/CEN/ODOT@ODOT, Greg 
Giaimo/TechServices/CEN/ODOT@ODOT, Mandy 
Bishop/Planning/CEN/ODOT@ODOT, Jennifer 
Townley/SysPlanProgMgmt/CEN/ODOT@ODOT  

Subject 3-C Passenger Rail Project Interagency Consultation Conference Call

 

 
 
All,  
 
See below, call in information for a September 8, 2009, 8:00 AM interagency consultation conference 
call regarding the Ohio 3-C Corridor Passenger Rail project.  Sorry, there just was not a time where all 
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parties were parties were available, the 8th is the earliest date where most all of the interagency 
participants are available.  Please place this conference call on you schedules.  
 
Early, next week the following updated documents regarding this project will be provided for review:  
 
3-C Passenger Rail project description  
3-C Passenger Rail fiscal strategy  
Revised 3-C Passenger Rail conformity process interagency consultation comments record  
Revised emissions calculations methodology  
 
Thanks  
DM  
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Motor vehicle emissions budgets (MVEBs) for volatile organic compounds (VOC) and oxides of nitrogen (NOX) in the  
Columbus, Ohio area, for use in transportation conformity determinations:
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Columbus & Newark MPOs Transportation Plan Update 

Conformity Analysis Summary 
 
Ozone 
Attainment status: 8-hour ozone basic nonattainment area 
8-Hour Geography: DEL, FAI, FRA, KNO, LIC, MAD Counties, OH  
A/Q Status:  8-Hour Budget Adequacy finding May 1, 2007  
Conformity Tests: 8-Hour budget tests of MORPC & LCATS Plan/TIP analysis year networks &  
   rural county STIP networks 
Analysis Years:  2009 8-Hour budget year 
   2018 8-Hour budget year 
   2020 Interim year 
   2030 Plan(s) horizon year 
 

Ozone (tons / day) 
2009 

Budget 
2009

Emissions 
2018 

Budget 
2018 

Emissions 
2020 

Emissions 
2030 

Emissions 
Model geography  

VOC  
NOx  

Non-model geography   
VOC  
NOx  

Totals  
VOC 72.16 41.50  
NOx 125.43 56.30  

 
PM2.5 
Attainment status: PM2.5  nonattainment area 
Geography:  DEL, FAI, FRA, LIC Counties, & Franklin Township, COS County, OH 
Conformity Tests: 2002 baseline interim budget tests of MORPC & LCATS Plan/TIP analysis year  
   networks & rural counties/township STIP networks 
Analysis Years:  2009 1st Analysis year (within 5 years of conformity determination year   
    §93.119(g)(1)) 
   2018 Interim year 
   2020 Interim year 
   2030 Plan(s) horizon year 
 

PM2.5 (tons / yr.) 
2002 

Baseline 
2009 

Emissions
2018 

Emissions 
2020 

Emissions 
2030 

Emissions 
Model geography  

Direct PM  
NOx Precursor  

Non-model geography.   
Direct PM   
NOx Precursor   

Totals   
Direct PM 825.2  
NOx Precursor 49,659  
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Interagency Consultation Agenda 
Columbus and Newark, Ohio MPOs 2008 Transportation Plan Updates 
Transportation Air Quality Conformity 
 
Agenda 
 
1. Schedule 
 A. Current Plan and Conformity lapse date 8/2/08 
 B. Draft Plans to review agencies? MORPC-Early March 
 C. Plan Update MPO Board approval? MORPC-May 8 
 D. Final Plan and Conformity documentation to Federal review agencies? MORPC-  
 end of May 
 
2. Review conformity summary document 
 A. Ozone – 2009 and 2018 budget tests - May 1, 2007 adequacy findings 
 B. PM2.5 - ≤ 2002 Interim budget tests 
 C. Analysis years – 2009, 2018, 2020, 2030 
 
3. Conformity Criteria – Review as needed 
 A. Latest planning assumptions 
 B. Latest emission modeling 
 C. SIP TCM funding status – no regional SIP TCMs 
 D. Interagency consultation 
 E. Conformity data/information included in T-Plan update PI processes 
 
4. Process to result in new MPO and US DOT conformity determinations for MPO 2030  

Transportation Plans and current 2008-2011 Transportation Improvement Programs and 2008-2011 
Ohio STIP (Fairfield, Knox, & Madison Counties, and Franklin Township, Coshocton County).  US 
DOT conformity determination needed on or before August 2, 2008. 
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RE: T-Plan Update Interagency Conformity Consultation 
Subject RE: T-Plan Update Interagency Conformity Consultation 

From Nick Gill 

To Morris.Patricia@epamail.epa.gov; mhill@lcounty.com; SMapel@lcounty.com; frank.burkett@fhwa.dot.gov; 
Rebekah.Anderson@dot.state.oh.us; Lee Burkleca; Carolina Prado 

Cc Dave.Moore1@dot.state.oh.us; Chandra Parasa 

Sent Tuesday, March 25, 2008 11:48 AM 

  
Thanks Pat. 
  
Also, per the discussion on the email thread started by Dave on PM2.5, MOPRC will switch the methodology 
for PM2.5 to a one season approach. This will be reflected in the AQ conformity appendix included with the 
final T-Plan in May. 
  
Thanks 
Nick 
  
-----Original Message----- 
From: Morris.Patricia@epamail.epa.gov [mailto:Morris.Patricia@epamail.epa.gov] 
Sent: Monday, March 17, 2008 10:24 AM 
To: Nick Gill 
Cc: Dave.Moore1@dot.state.oh.us 
Subject: RE: T-Plan Update Interagency Conformity Consultation 
   
Thanks for sending the draft conformity documentation for review. 
I only have one minor comment. The approved budgets have only 2 decimal 
places, while the budgets listed in the tables have an extra zero at the 
end. 
I suggest taking off the extra zero. 
Pat 
  
Patricia Morris 
Environmental Scientist 
USEPA Region 5 
(312) 353-8656 
morris.patricia@epa.gov 
  
 Subject RE: T-Plan Update Interagency Conformity Consultation 

From Nick Gill 

To Dave.Moore1@dot.state.oh.us; Chandra Parasa; morris.patricia@epamail.epa.gov; sam.macdonald@epa.state.oh.us; 
SMapel@lcounty.com; mhill@lcounty.com; frank.burkett@fhwa.dot.gov; Rebekah.Anderson@dot.state.oh.us; 
lee.burkleca@epa.state.oh.us 

Sent Tuesday, March 11, 2008 1:24 PM 

  
All,  
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The draft AQ conformity documentation for the Columbus nonattainment areas (ozone & PM2.5) for the 
draft MORPC and LCATS transportations is now available for review on the MORPC Transportation Plan 
website at 
  
http://www.morpc.org/transportation/capitalways/capitalways.asp 
  
See the Air Quality Appendix. 
  
Our public review period runs through April 11th. We would appreciate comments by then. We (MORPC 
and LCATS) will be adopting the final Plans in May and will be submitting the final Plans, AQ 
documentation, etc. in late May/early June. 
  
Thanks All, 
  
Nick 
  
Nicholas T. Gill, PE 
Assistant Director, Transportation 
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 
111 Liberty Street 
Suite 100 
Columbus, OH 43215 
Phone:  614-233-4151 
Fax:        614-233-4251 
  
From: Dave.Moore1@dot.state.oh.us [mailto:Dave.Moore1@dot.state.oh.us]  
Sent: Tuesday, February 19, 2008 10:01 AM 
To: Nick Gill; Chandra Parasa; morris.patricia@epamail.epa.gov; sam.macdonald@epa.state.oh.us; 
SMapel@lcounty.com; mhill@lcounty.com; frank.burkett@fhwa.dot.gov; Rebekah.Anderson@dot.state.oh.us 
Subject: T-Plan Update Interagency Conformity Consultation 
   
All,  
  
See attached 2/14/08 interagency consultation conference call notes.  Please review and add clarification/corrections as 
needed.  
  
   
Thanks  
DM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interagency Consultation Conference Call Notes 
February 14, 2008 
 
Participants: 
 
Rebekah Anderson, ODOT   Sam MacDonald, OEPA 
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Nick Gill, MORPC    Sandra Mapel, LCATS 
Chandra Parasa, MORPC   Dave Moore, ODOT 
Matt Hill, LCATS    Pat Morris, US EPA 
 
 
Conference call participants reviewed the attached Columbus and Newark MPO quadrennial 
Transportation Plan Updates conformity summary page.  All agreed that conformity will be 
established based on the Ozone SIP Maintenance Plan 2009 and 2018 budget tests and on 
PM25.interim 2002 baseline tests.  Analysis years will be 2009, 2018, 2020, and 2030 (both Plans’ 
horizon year).  A new US DOT conformity determination for the Plans’ is due by August 2, 2008.  
 

Subsequent to the conference call MORPC provided the following clarification regarding the 
Ozone budgets’ adequacy finging: 
 
Ohio EPA submitted an ozone redesignation package to U.S. EPA in January 2007. The 
redesignation package included new on-road mobile source budgets for the six county 
nonattainment area for the years 2009 and 2018 as shown in Table 1. The package is 
currently under review by U.S. EPA. The May1, 2007 Federal Register included a notice that 
the budgets included in the redesignation request are adequate for transportation conformity 
purposes. 

 
Methodology for establishing the PM2.5 direct and NOx emissions was also reviewed.  Past practice 
has been to employ the two season approach.  ODOT asked if this was still the preferred approach.  
US EPA suggested that it would be good to consider this matter consistent with work toward 
preparing the April 08 PM2.5 Attainment demonstrations. 
 

Subsequent discussion with OEPA staff determined that no seasonally dependent mobile 
source emission reduction strategies are currently being considered for the April 08 PM2.5 
Attainment demonstrations.  As a result, the two season approach may no longer be needed.  
At a future date, Ohio may work with its interagency consultation partners to conduct 
annual PM2.5 conformity analyses using the single season approach. 

 
MORPC staff confirmed their preference for developing the PM2.5 emissions using the two season 
approach, since the modeling routines are in place. 
 
The schedule of Plan update and conformity activities was reviewed, as follows: 

• Draft Plans – late February, early March – Draft Plan and AQ conformity documentation 
will be emailed to interagency consultation group. 

• MORPC preparing conformity runs – MORPC in receipt of LCATS project lists 
• Plan public involvement processes will include conformity data and results 
• Plans adopted by MPO Boards – MORPC, May 8 – LCATS, May 13 
• Final Plan documentation will be submitted to federal review agencies in July, 2008 

 
The final discussion item was to confirm that the Plan Updates and emissions modeling is being 
developed using latest planning assumptions (land use and socio-economic data) and emissions 
modeling (emission inputs current with latest data from OEPA). 
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From: Dave.Moore1@dot.state.oh.us [mailto:Dave.Moore1@dot.state.oh.us]  
Sent: Thursday, November 19, 2009 9:31 AM 
To: Nick Gill; twalsh@clarkcountyohio.gov; aramirez@mvrpc.org; rkoehler@oki.org; 
bdavis@mpo.noaca.org 
Cc: leigh.oesterling@dot.gov; morris.patricia@epamail.epa.gov; Mark.Byram@dot.state.oh.us 
Subject: 3-C Rail Plan Amendments 
 
 
All,  
 
Please remind me the of the meeting dates when your MPO will be approving the 3-C Rail T-
Plan/Conformity amendment.  I need to forward these dates to Pat Morris, US EPA.  She will schedule 
US EPA's conformity comment letter around these dates.  Please also provide Pat copies of 
documentation (email links) to committee and public involvement materials you have prepared regarding 
the Plan amendments and air quality analyses.  
 
On a related matter, Pat is getting ready to finalize adequacy findings for the annual PM2.5  SIP budgets. 
 Confirming the Plan amendment dates above, will help assure the adequacy findings are finalized after 
the 3-C Rail Plan amendments conformity determinations.  
 
Thanks  
DM 
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Motor vehicle emissions budgets (MVEBs) for volatile organic compounds (VOC) and oxides of nitrogen (NOX) in the  
Columbus, Ohio area, for use in transportation conformity determinations:
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Adequacy Notice in Federal Register, for the Columbus (Central Ohio) Area: 
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APPENDIX B – SUBMITTED PROJECTS 
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